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§110.11. English Language Arts and Reading, Kindergarten, Beginning with School Year 2009-2010. 

(a) Introduction. 

(1) The English Language Arts and Reading Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) are organized 
into the following strands: Reading, where students read and understand a wide variety of literary and 
informational texts; Writing, where students compose a variety of written texts with a clear controlling 
idea, coherent organization, and sufficient detail; Research, where students are expected to know how 
to locate a range of relevant sources and evaluate, synthesize, and present ideas and information; 
Listening and Speaking, where students listen and respond to the ideas of others while contributing 
their own ideas in conversations and in groups; and Oral and Written Conventions, where students 
learn how to use the oral and written conventions of the English language in speaking and writing. 
The Reading strand is structured to reflect the major topic areas of the National Reading Panel Report. 
In Kindergarten, students engage in activities that build on their natural curiosity and prior knowledge 
to develop their reading, writing, and oral language skills. 

(2) For students whose first language is not English, the students' native language serves as a foundation 
for English language acquisition. 

(A) English language learners (ELLs) are acquiring English, learning content in English, and 
learning to read simultaneously. For this reason, it is imperative that reading instruction 
should be comprehensive and that students receive instruction in phonemic awareness, 
phonics, decoding, and word attack skills while simultaneously being taught academic 
vocabulary and comprehension skills and strategies. Reading instruction that enhances ELL's 
ability to decode unfamiliar words and to make sense of those words in context will expedite 
their ability to make sense of what they read and learn from reading. Additionally, developing 
fluency, spelling, and grammatical conventions of academic language must be done in 
meaningful contexts and not in isolation. 

(B) For ELLs, comprehension of texts requires additional scaffolds to support comprehensible 
input. ELL students should use the knowledge of their first language (e.g., cognates) to 
further vocabulary development. Vocabulary needs to be taught in the context of connected 
discourse so that language is meaningful. ELLs must learn how rhetorical devices in English 
differ from those in their native language. At the same time English learners are learning in 
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§117.102. Art, Kindergarten, Adopted 2013. 

(a) Introduction. 

(1) The fine arts incorporate the study of dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts to offer unique 
experiences and empower students to explore realities, relationships, and ideas. These disciplines 
engage and motivate all students through active learning, critical thinking, and innovative problem 
solving. The fine arts develop cognitive functioning and increase student academic achievement, 
higher-order thinking, communication, and collaboration skills, making the fine arts applicable to 
college readiness, career opportunities, workplace environments, social skills, and everyday life. 
Students develop aesthetic and cultural awareness through exploration, leading to creative expression. 
Creativity, encouraged through the study of the fine arts, is essential to nurture and develop the whole 
child. 

(2) Four basic strands--foundations: observation and perception; creative expression; historical and 
cultural relevance; and critical evaluation and response--provide broad, unifying structures for 
organizing the knowledge and skills students are expected to acquire. Each strand is of equal value 
and may be presented in any order throughout the year. Students rely on personal observations and 
perceptions, which are developed through increasing visual literacy and sensitivity to surroundings, 
communities, memories, imaginings, and life experiences, as sources for thinking about, planning, and 
creating original artworks. Students communicate their thoughts and ideas with innovation and 
creativity. Through art, students challenge their imaginations, foster critical thinking, collaborate with 
others, and build reflective skills. While exercising meaningful problem-solving skills, students 
develop the lifelong ability to make informed judgments. 

(3) Statements that contain the word "including" reference content that must be mastered, while those 
containing the phrase "such as" are intended as possible illustrative examples. 

(b) Knowledge and skills. 

(1) Foundations: observation and perception. The student develops and expands visual literacy skills 
using critical thinking, imagination, and the senses to observe and explore the world by learning 
about, understanding, and applying the elements of art, principles of design, and expressive qualities. 
The student uses what the student sees, knows, and has experienced as sources for examining, 
understanding, and creating artworks. The student is expected to: 

(A) gather information from subjects in the environment using the senses; and 

(B) identify the elements of art, including line, shape, color, texture, and form, and the principles 
of design, including repetition/pattern and balance, in the environment. 

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas through original artworks using a variety of 
media with appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas creatively while challenging 
the imagination, fostering reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and progressive 
problem-solving skills. The student is expected to: 

(A) create artworks using a variety of lines, shapes, colors, textures, and forms; 

(B) arrange components intuitively to create artworks; and 
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(C) use a variety of materials to develop manipulative skills while engaging in opportunities for 
exploration through drawing, painting, printmaking, constructing artworks, and sculpting, 
including modeled forms. 

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture 
by analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of cultures. The student develops global 
awareness and respect for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The student is expected 
to: 

(A) identify simple subjects expressed in artworks; 

(B) share ideas about personal experiences such as family and friends and develop awareness and 
sensitivity to differing experiences and opinions through artwork; 

(C) identify the uses of art in everyday life; and 

(D) relate visual art concepts to other disciplines. 

(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to and analyzes artworks of self and others, 
contributing to the development of lifelong skills of making informed judgments and reasoned 
evaluations. The student is expected to: 

(A) express ideas about personal artworks or portfolios; 

(B) express ideas found in collections such as real or virtual art museums, galleries, portfolios, or 
exhibitions using original artworks created by artists or peers; and 

(C) compile collections of artwork such as physical artwork, electronic images, sketchbooks, or 
portfolios for the purposes of self-evaluations or exhibitions. 

 

§117.103. Music, Kindergarten, Adopted 2013. 

(a) Introduction. 

(1) The fine arts incorporate the study of dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts to offer unique 
experiences and empower students to explore realities, relationships, and ideas. These disciplines 
engage and motivate all students through active learning, critical thinking, and innovative problem 
solving. The fine arts develop cognitive functioning and increase student academic achievement, 
higher-order thinking, communication, and collaboration skills, making the fine arts applicable to 
college readiness, career opportunities, workplace environments, social skills, and everyday life. 
Students develop aesthetic and cultural awareness through exploration, leading to creative expression. 
Creativity, encouraged through the study of the fine arts, is essential to nurture and develop the whole 
child. 

(2) Four basic strands--foundations: music literacy; creative expression; historical and cultural relevance; 
and critical evaluation and response--provide broad, unifying structures for organizing the knowledge 
and skills students are expected to acquire. The foundation of music literacy is fostered through 
reading, writing, reproducing, and creating music, thus developing a student's intellect. Through 
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creative expression, students apply their music literacy and the critical-thinking skills of music to sing, 
play, read, write, and/or move. By experiencing musical periods and styles, students will understand 
the relevance of music to history, culture, and the world, including the relationship of music to other 
academic disciplines and the vocational possibilities offered. Through critical listening, students 
analyze, evaluate, and respond to music, developing criteria for making critical judgments and 
informed choices. 

(3) Statements that contain the word "including" reference content that must be mastered, while those 
containing the phrase "such as" are intended as possible illustrative examples. 

(b) Knowledge and skills. 

(1) Foundations: music literacy. The student describes and analyzes musical sound. The student is 
expected to: 

(A) identify the differences between the five voices, including singing, speaking, inner, 
whispering, and calling voices; 

(B) identify the timbre of adult and child singing voices; 

(C) identify the timbre of instrument families; 

(D) identify same/different in beat/rhythm, higher/lower, louder/softer, faster/slower, and simple 
patterns in musical performances; and 

(E) identify beat, rhythm, and simple two-tone or three-tone melodies using iconic representation. 

(2) Creative expression. The student performs a varied repertoire of developmentally appropriate music in 
informal or formal settings. The student is expected to: 

(A) sing or play classroom instruments independently or in groups; 

(B) sing songs or play classroom instruments from diverse cultures and styles independently or in 
groups; 

(C) move alone or with others to a varied repertoire of music using gross and fine locomotor and 
non-locomotor movement; 

(D) perform simple partwork, including beat versus rhythm; and 

(E) perform music using louder/softer and faster/slower. 

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student examines music in relation to history and cultures. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) sing songs and play musical games, including rhymes, folk music, and seasonal music; and 

(B) identify simple interdisciplinary concepts related to music. 

(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student listens to, responds to, and evaluates music and musical 
performances. The student is expected to: 
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(A) identify and demonstrate appropriate audience behavior during live or recorded performances; 

(B) identify steady beat in musical performances; and 

(C) compare same/different in beat/rhythm, higher/lower, louder/softer, faster/slower, and simple 
patterns in musical performances. 

 

§117.104. Theatre, Kindergarten, Adopted 2013. 

(a) Introduction. 

(1) The fine arts incorporate the study of dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts to offer unique 
experiences and empower students to explore realities, relationships, and ideas. These disciplines 
engage and motivate all students through active learning, critical thinking, and innovative problem 
solving. The fine arts develop cognitive functioning and increase student academic achievement, 
higher-order thinking, communication, and collaboration skills, making the fine arts applicable to 
college readiness, career opportunities, workplace environments, social skills, and everyday life. 
Students develop aesthetic and cultural awareness through exploration, leading to creative expression. 
Creativity, encouraged through the study of the fine arts, is essential to nurture and develop the whole 
child. 

(2) Four basic strands--foundations: inquiry and understanding; creative expression; historical and 
cultural relevance; and critical evaluation and response--provide broad, unifying structures for 
organizing knowledge and skills students are expected to acquire. Through the foundations: inquiry 
and understanding strand, students develop a perception of self, human relationships, and the world 
using elements of drama and conventions of theatre. Through the creative expression strand, students 
communicate in a dramatic form, engage in artistic thinking, build positive self-concepts, relate 
interpersonally, and integrate knowledge with other content areas in a relevant manner. Through the 
historical and cultural relevance strand, students increase their understanding of heritage and traditions 
in theatre and the diversity of world cultures as expressed in theatre. Through the critical evaluation 
and response strand, students engage in inquiry and dialogue, accept constructive criticism, revise 
personal views to promote creative and critical thinking, and develop the ability to appreciate and 
evaluate live theatre. 

(3) Statements that contain the word "including" reference content that must be mastered, while those 
containing the phrase "such as" are intended as possible illustrative examples. 

(b) Knowledge and skills. 

(1) Foundations: inquiry and understanding. The student develops concepts about self, human 
relationships, and the environment using elements of drama and conventions of theatre. The student is 
expected to: 

(A) develop self-awareness through dramatic play; 

(B) explore space using expressive movement; 
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(C) imitate sounds; and 

(D) imitate and recreate objects in dramatic play. 

(2) Creative expression: performance. The student interprets characters using the voice and body 
expressively and creates dramatizations. The student is expected to: 

(A) demonstrate safe use of movement and voice; 

(B) assume roles through imitation and recreation; 

(C) identify the characteristics of dramatic play; and 

(D) participate in dramatic play. 

(3) Creative expression: production. The student applies design, directing, and theatre production 
concepts and skills. The student is expected to: 

(A) create playing space using common objects such as tables or chairs; 

(B) create costumes using simple materials such as cardboard, newspaper, or fabric; 

(C) rehearse dramatic play; and 

(D) cooperate with others in dramatic play. 

(4) Historical and cultural relevance. The student relates theatre to history, society, and culture. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) rehearse and perform real and imaginative situations of family cultures of students in the 
class; and 

(B) rehearse and perform stories from American history. 

(5) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to and evaluates theatre and theatrical 
performances. The student is expected to: 

(A) discuss, practice, and display appropriate audience behavior; and 

(B) respond to dramatic activities through discussion. 

 

§126.6. Technology Applications, Kindergarten-Grade 2. 

(a) Introduction. 

(1) The technology applications curriculum has six strands based on the National Educational Technology 
Standards for Students (NETS•S) and performance indicators developed by the International Society 
for Technology in Education (ISTE): creativity and innovation; communication and collaboration; 
research and information fluency; critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making; digital 
citizenship; and technology operations and concepts. 


